Michael R. "Mike" Pretzer
March 2, 1939 - February 12, 2017

Mike Pretzer was a man who actively pursued his desires and dreams. He enjoyed many
friendships, and many of his co-workers and associates became lifelong, close friends. He
is described by them as compassionate, loyal, reliable and trustworthy.
His childhood was filled with the adventure of hunting and fishing with his grandfather Alex
Pretzer. Living close to the beach, he loved fishing, body surfing and skim boarding. As an
adult, his love of the ocean continued through boating, first power then taking to the sail.
He enjoyed being a part of organizations that had discipline and a strong sense of
camaraderie. This included Brown’s Academy and Scouting as a youth, and blossomed
into enlisting into the US Coast Guard. After completing his service in the Coast Guard, he
said “I want to be a cop.” That he accomplished with an impressive career path in public
service that took him from the City of Bell PD and then on to the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department as a Deputy. His desire to relocate to Northern California led him to
joining the Solano County Sheriff's Department. He then went on to work in the Solano
County District Attorney's Office, where he retired as an Investigator. Throughout his
career, he maintained his ties to the Coast Guard by serving in the Coast Guard reserves.
He retired with the rank of Senior Chief as a Special Agent in the Coast Guard
Investigative Service. He also taught classes on narcotics and surveillance tactics for the
Department of Justice.
He married Carol Pretzer in 1983 and they made their home together in Benicia. They
enjoyed spending time with friends at the Benicia and Vallejo Yacht Clubs. They also liked
to travel, sail and spend time with family.
Michael is survived by his step mother, Betty Pretzer; sister, Pam Lehman; children:
Michael Lee Pretzer, Michele Kanigowski, and Anne Cardwell; grand children: Anthony
Kanigowski, Angela Kanigowski, Erica Buxton, Rachel Pretzer, Teddy, Patrick and Atticus
Cardwell.

He was preceded in death by his father, Roy Pretzer; mother, Marjorie Marshall; and his
wife Carol Pretzer.
The memorial service will be held 10:00 a.m. Saturday, February 18, 2017 at the Benicia
Lutheran Church followed by a celebration of his life at Benicia Yacht Club from 11:00 2:00.

Comments

“

170 files added to the album LifeTributes

Passalacqua Funeral Chapel - February 17, 2017 at 06:07 PM

“

Mike was one of a kind. A Great person, outstanding investigator and a terrific
instructor and trainer. Mike was everthing that comes with the badge...honesty,
integrity, loyalty,trustworthy, valued ethics and was committed and dedicated to our
profession and public service. Mike also enjoyed an excellent reputation as being a
good investigator. He knew how to get things done, was very experienced and was
someone other investigators went to, to be mentored...to learn the ropes of
conducting narcotic and drug investigation and enforcement work.
MIke always could be counted on whenever he was asked to help. He was part of
history. The turbulent era of the late 60's...the 70's...and on..where being a
investigator meant u better be tough, smart, and know what your doing. You had to
be good. THAT was Mike.
He gave a lot and made a difference to a lot of people and in his service to the
public.
Mike was respected and i know all of his colleagues feels it was an honor to know
him, work with him and have his friendship. He will be missed.
End of final watch. RIP.
Tim Bobitt

Tim Bobitt - February 17, 2017 at 06:02 PM

“

I worked with Mike at the DA's Office. He was a gentleman with a lot of compassion.
Always had a smile for the workers. And always willing to help someone. He will be
missed by all. Betty W

Betty Wallace - February 17, 2017 at 03:20 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Michael R. "Mike" Pretzer.

February 16, 2017 at 01:37 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the Pretzer family. Ben and I both worked with Mike. He
was a good guy

Ben & Sharon Villarreal - February 16, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike was a genuinely nice person and a gentleman. He was a co-worker of mine. He
loved fishing and his boat. Too bad my only ride we had engine problems but it was
all in all a good time. He will be missed. Marsha J

Marsha Johnson - February 15, 2017 at 07:01 PM

