Bennie J. "Ben" Phipps

January 18, 1940 - February 7, 2019

Ben J. Phipps, 79 of Benicia passed away peacefully February 5, 2019,
following a courageous nearly four-year battle with cancer. Ben was born in
Albany, Texas and lived in Benicia for 35 years. He was a proud veteran,
enlisting in the US Navy in 1957. Ben served the later part of his enlistment on
the USS Oriskany aircraft carrier before receiving an honorable discharge in
1961. Following his military service, Ben earned a bachelor’s degree from San
Jose State in 1965.

Ben’s personality served him well as he worked in Sales and Marketing for
Heublein Inc. for 30 years. While with Heublein he lived in numerous states
including Connecticut, Texas, Arizona and Southern and Northern California.
Ben enjoyed exploring each state, camping in National parks and boating on
local lakes.

Ben will always be remembered for his love of life. His favorite pastimes were
spending time with family and friends. He particularly loved grilling, charming
everyone with food, drink and conversation. He was happiest when helping
others. There was nothing he couldn’t do-from working on cars, to gardening
to fixing computers. His kind heart and giving nature made him a very special
person. Ben was also an avid sports fan. He was a season ticket holder for
the San Francisco 49ers and played golf weekly. Ben was also a member of
the Native Sons of the Golden West.



Ben is survived by Sally Smythe, his wife and best friend of 34 years,
daughter Crystal and son-in-law Roman Garcia of Riverside, California, son
Dan Phipps of Hemet, California, two sisters, Lorene Sherry of Georgetown,
Texas and Faye Bradley of Fort Walton Beach, Florida; his grandchildren
Anthony Paris, Chayil Garcia, Jacob Garcia, Cody Shepherd and Melissa
Phipps; and many wonderful nieces and nephews. Ben was predeceased by
two brothers, Truman Phipps and J.C. Hill.

Graveside services with military honors will be held 11:45 a.m., Thursday,
February 28th at Riverside National Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Riverside National Cemetery

Previous Events

Graveside Service

FEB 28. 11:45 AM (PT)

Riverside National Cemetery
22495 Van Buren Boulevard
Riverside, CA 92518

(951) 653-8417



Tribute Wall

Bennie J. "Ben" Phipps

November 29, 2022 at 08:20 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Bennie J. "Ben" Phipps.

February 27, 2019 at 07:02 PM

| worked with Ben at Benicia Unified School District when he was in
our Tech department. | will always remember him as a sweet,
thoughtful man. Sincerely, Betty Jensen

Betty Jensen - February 19, 2019 at 11:34 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Bennie J. "Ben" Phipps.

February 17, 2019 at 04:31 PM


https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

