John F. Silva

January 30, 1935 - January 11, 2025

John F. Silva passed away early Saturday morning in Vacaville. He was born
in Suisun but has called Benicia his home for more than 80 years. John
graduated from Benicia High School in 1954 and attended U.C. Berkeley. He
joined the United States Air Force when he was 21 years old and served from
1954-1958

He graduated from the FBI National Academy at the University of Virginia in
1978. Following his discharge was a member of the Benicia Reserve Police
Officers in the mid 50’s. He spent a year working as a police officer in Davis
before coming back to his home town where he worked from 1959-1987. He
achieved the rank of Deputy Chief before retiring in 1987. John also was City
Manager for the City of Benicia from 1978-1987. He was actually Deputy
Chief of Police, City Manager and Deputy Fire Chief for the City of Benicia, all
at the same time from 1978-1987.

John was a member of the Benicia City Council from 1988-1996 and a
member of the Solano County Board of Supervisors . He was re-elected twice
and served as either chairman or or vice chairman several times.

John was a member of many civic organizations and has earned multiple
accolades from several associations including: National Association of
Counties Justice and Public Steering Committee; Association of Bay Area



Governments; San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission (BCDC), Bay Area Air Quality Management District; Chairman of
the California Association of Counties Justice Committee; City of Vallejo
Sanitation and Flood Control District; the Solano County Water Agency; Fouts
Springs Youth Facility; Goodwill Industries of the East Bay; Benicia Chamber
of Commerce; Rotary Club of Benicia; Benicia Lions Club; Institute of
Preventive Medicine, Sutter Solano Medical Center; Solano County Fair
Association, and Partnership Health Planet of California.

His awards include CSAC Prestigious Circle of Service Award in 2008; Solano
Transportation Authority Outstanding Leadership in Transportation. John was
awarded a Blue Ribbon from the Western Fair Association in recognition of
dedicated support to the Solano County Fair.

One of his biggest accomplishments was his involvement in developing a
program in to ensure health insurance for all kids, achieving a level of 96%
coverage for children in Solano County. The fundraising efforts of John and
many others in Solano County were recognized by the State of California.

His hobbies included hunting, fishing, camping and spending time at their
place in Graeagle, CA.

John is survived by his son Rick (Deanna) Silva; grandchildren, Amber
(Nathan) Clemons, Crystal O’Connell, Stacy Silva, Jonathon McGuire; and
great grandchildren Colton, Clayton, Abigail, Grant, Drew and Isabella. He
was preceded in death by Janice, his wife of almost 65 years in 2021 and his
grandson John F.G. Silva in 2022.

Visitation will be Monday, January 20th from 2-6 p.m. at Passalacqua Funeral
Chapel. Funeral services including Military Honors will be held 11:00 a.m.,
Tuesday at Northgate Christian Fellowship, 2201 Lake Herman Road, Benicia.



Burial will be private. The family prefers donations in his name be sent to
Benicia Police Officers Association or Sutter Solano Hospital Foundation.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 20. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (PT)

Passalacqua Funeral Chapel

901 W Second Street

Benicia, CA 94510

(707) 745-3130
info@passalacquafuneralchapel.com
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com

Funeral Services

JAN 21. 11:00 AM (PT)

Northgate Christian Fellowship
2201 Lake Herman Road
Benicia, CA 94510


mailto:info@passalacquafuneralchapel.com
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

| served with John on the Board of Supervisors, he was one of
Solano Count's statesmen, through his efforts he helped improve
the lives of thousands of Solano County residents. God bless John
Silva - Jim Spering

James Paul Spering - January 20, 2025 at 03:10 PM

In 2010 | was a newcomer to Benicia. That year | attended the
Community Action Council (CAC) Thanksgiving luncheon at the
Clock Tower. It was at this well attended event that | met John and
Jan. They invited me, a stranger, to join them at their table.
Throughout the meal many people stopped by the table to say hello
to John and Jan. | then realized | was dining with local celebrities. |
very quickly understood why they were so loved and respected.
John and Jan were humble. Funny. Wise. Family Oriented.
Community Focused. Following the Thanksgiving luncheon | would
bump into John around town and at other community events. Then
one year John invited my wife and | to join him and his family to a
crab feed. What an experience! People stopping by his table to say
hello. His family was awesome! His friends awesome. Over time |
became an honorary Silva. John, thank you for sharing stories of
Benicia. Thank you for sharing your thoughts of local, state and
federal government. Sharing stories of our wonderful Golden State.
Thank you for inviting me into your family. | will miss seeing you.
Miss talking Niner's football. Miss your smile and laughter. Until we
meet again Rest in Peace and Honor.

Your Friend Nicolas Thomas

Nicolas Thomas - January 20, 2025 at 12:35 PM



Benicia H. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of John F. Silva.

Benicia H. - January 17, 2025 at 06:59 PM

Benicia H. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of John F. Silva.

Benicia H. - January 17, 2025 at 06:59 PM

- City of Benicia, City Manager's Office
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of John F. Silva.

- City of Benicia, City Manager's Office - January 16, 2025 at
06:25 PM

John served Benicia well in the many positions he held. He
represented the best interests of our community in whatever he did
and it was my pleasure to know and work with him. Reg Page

Reginald Page - January 16, 2025 at 09:07 AM

John and Jan hired me to do their yard work. | always enjoyed
seeing them sitting at the back patio and John smoking his cigar.

Brad Fisk - January 15, 2025 at 12:12 AM
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The Fisk Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of John F. Silva.

The Fisk Family - January 15, 2025 at 12:08 AM

The Fisk Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of John F. Silva.

The Fisk Family - January 15, 2025 at 12:08 AM

Sending our prayers for John and for all of your family. Dlane and
Bill Warring

Diane Warring - January 13, 2025 at 09:02 AM


https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.passalacquafuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

